BACKGROUND

The Nationa Network of Librariesof Medicine
(NN/LM), thefirst comprehensive nationd li-brary
network, beganin 1967. Under theleadership of
theNational Library of Medicineand through the
participation of medical li-brariesand other informa-
tion resourcesthroughout the nation, it hasdevel -
oped into awell-organized and effective network
for meeting theinformation needs of the nation’s
health professionalsand the genera public.

TheNN/LM includeseight Regiona Medical
Libraries(RMLSs). Eachisresponsiblefor co-
ordinating servicesin adesignated geographic area.
The South Central Region servesArkansas, Louisi-
ana, New Mexico, Oklahomaand Texas. TheRML
has been |ocated at the Houston Academy of
Medicine-TexasMedica Center Library, Houston,
TX, since1991.

NN/LM MISSION

Our missionisto advancethe progress of medicine
andimprovethe public health by:

¢ providingal U.S. hedlth professonalswith
equal accessto biomedicd information;

¢ improving the public’saccesstoinforma-
tion to enablethem to makeinformed
decisionsabout their health.

Theprogramiscoordinated by theNLM and

carried out through anationwide network of health
sciencelibrariesand information centers.

JOINING THE NETWORK

There aretwo categories of membership within
the NN/LM: Member and Affiliate. Thereis
no cost for Networ k member ship.

ANNN/LM Member can beany health sci-
enceslibrary or health-related information
center, ingtitution, or organization that: (1) is
regularly staffed; (2) hasan Internet connection;
(3) hasitsown collection of health sciences
materials (books, journals, audiovisuas, elec-
tronic databases); and, (4) providesinformation
services (must include DOCLINE) to hedth
professionalsand/or the general public.

An Affiliateisalibrary or information resource
center that iscalled on for health information by
itsusers, but which does not meet all of the
criteriafor Member participation. An Affiliate
member might form acooperativerelationship
withaM ember, for example, for reference
assistance or document delivery.

Each M ember/Affiliate must:

¢ Desgnateanindividua asthelocal
contact person for Network informa-
tion/communication;

¢ Agreetobelistedintheappropriate
regional directory, produced optionally
by each RML, and the national registry
of Network members;

@& Providebasicinformationon collections
and servicestoNLM and the RML.

APPLICATION

Institution Name

Department/Library Name

Address

County

City, Sate, ZIP

Contact Person

Phone Number

Fax Number

Email Address

Submit

Reset

Completetheabove application and

mail or fax to:

NN/LM SCR
Houston Academy of Medicine-Texas
Medical Center Library

1133 John Freeman Blvd.
Houston, TX 77030-2809
Phone: 713-799-7880 or 800-338-7657
Fax: 713-790-7030




BENEFITS OF NETWORK
MEMBERSHIP

Guaranteed accesstointerlibrary loan ser-
vicesavailableto the Network;

Aninvitation, on aperiodic basis, to provide
input toitsRML ontheregion’s programsand
services,

Accesstoitsregion’s news etter and other
information sources,

A certificate, which namestheinstitution asa
recognized member of the NN/LM;

Specia mailingsof NLM posters, brochures,
and other publications,

Opportunitiesto apply for project funding
throughtheRML;

Theopportunity for librariansfrom member
ingtitutionsto beinvited to serveontheRML's
Regionad Advisory Committee;

Enrollment on theregional electronic discus-
sonlig;

A subscription to the NLM Newslineand the

opportunity to obtain theNLM Annual Report
upon request fromthe NLM Office of Public

Information.

NN/LM GOALS

¢ Todevelop collaborationswith NN/LM
librariesto improve accessto and sharing
of biomedical information resources
throughout thenation;

4 To promote awareness of and accessto
biomedi cal information resourcesfor health
professionalsand the public;

4 Toencourage, develop, and support connec-
tivity tothelnternet through theinclusion of
Network member libraries, health profes-
sonas, and organizationsproviding health
information to the public, intheNational
Information Infrastructure.

For moreinformation:
http://nnlm.gov/about/membership/

Or call:
800-338-7657
nnimscr@library.tmc.edu
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